PREFACE
OR various reasons, which I need not
enter into here, the subject of this brief
book has not been favoured among
biographers. Sir Martin Frobisher,
Knight, if we except the somewhat bald
narratives in Hakluyt's Voyages, has
been lost to us in the multitude of
Elizabethan captains who founded Brit-
ish maritime supremacy.
The intention In this book has been, so far as human
frailty permitted, to avoid controversy and partisanship.
If I may venture to speak plainly, I have observed in the
authors of biographies a tendency to emphasise too
strongly the office of special pleader. And so, while
keeping Frobisher in the middle of the picture, it has
seemed to me that I would do him a grievous disservice
were I to magnify him by diminishing figures who are,
in my opinion, as great as or greater than he. The book
has been written to do justice to the memory of a great
sea-captain, and I hope that the partisans of other im-
portant men of the period will discover nothing more
than justice in the picture.
It will be seen that the book contains few footnotes
and no appendices. It seemed to me that a book de-
signed for the general public could contain within its
own bounds all that need be said. I have also dispensed
with a list of authorities, merely mentioning them in
the course of the text. But I should be failing in grati-
tude if I omitted to stress the value of Sir Julian
Corbett's Drake and the Tudor Navy, Mr. Miller
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